
	When is this due?
	Purpose:

	Period 3: Monday 9/12
	The person you are today originated in a specific environment, nourished by certain foods, surrounded by the words and the examples of others.  The purpose of this assignment is to reflect upon what has shaped you as an individual (i.e. your background) and present this information in the form of a poem.  

	Period 2: Tuesday 9/13
	


Directions:

First, read the poem titled Where I’m from by George Ella Lyon.  You will use this poem as a point of reference for when you write your own poem.  Next, reflect on your own experiences using the prompts provided on the writing template.   Finally, once you have completed the template, rewrite your poem on a new piece of paper.  You can handwrite or type your poem. If you choose to handwrite your poem, it must be done in blue or black ink.  I will not accept any poems written in pencil. Feel free to decorate/illustrate your poem, add photographs, or just leave it up to the imagination of the reader/listener. 

Where I'm From

By George Ella Lyon

I am from clothespins, 
from Clorox and carbon-tetrachloride. 
I am from the dirt under the back porch.
(Black, glistening, 
it tasted like beets.) 
I am from the forsythia bush
the Dutch elm
whose long-gone limbs I remember
as if they were my own.

I'm from fudge and eyeglasses, 
          from Imogene and Alafair. 
I'm from the know-it-alls
          and the pass-it-ons, 
from Perk up! and Pipe down! 
I'm from He restoreth my soul
          with a cottonball lamb
          and ten verses I can say myself.

I'm from Artemus and Billie's Branch, 
fried corn and strong coffee. 
From the finger my grandfather lost 
          to the auger, 
the eye my father shut to keep his sight.

Under my bed was a dress box
spilling old pictures, 
a sift of lost faces
to drift beneath my dreams. 
I am from those moments--
snapped before I budded --
leaf-fall from the family tree.

(STANZA 1)

I am from _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



(an everyday item in your home that has significance to your family – Lyon chose a clothespin because her family 



owned a clothes cleaning business – they must have had many clothespins laying around the house!)

from __________________________________________________ and _______________________________________________ 

         (a common brand name product used in your home

(a tool found in your home – Lyon used carbon tetrachloride

– Lyon used Clorox because, like the clothespin it can be used 

because it was once used for dry cleaning clothes. Make your 


for cleaning clothes)



          first three items related and representative of your background)

I am from the _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 





(a favorite hiding place in your home or yard)

(________________________________________________________________________________________________________ )



(rich detail about that hiding place – a smell, taste, and/or feel)

I come from the____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


(your favorite plant, flower, river, lake, seashell, or other natural item)

The _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



(species of plant or tree near your home, possibly one you used to climb but it has been cut down )

whose long gone limbs I remember

as if they were my own.

(STANZA 2)

I’m from ____________________________________________ and ___________________________________________________ 



(a special family made treat) 


(a family trait)

from _______________________________________________and ____________________________________________________ 


(family member’s proper name who makes the treat)       (a different family member’s proper name who possess the trait)

I’m from the _______________________________________________________________________________________________







(one family habit)
and the ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 







(a different family habit)

from_____________________________________________________ and______________________________________________! 



(a command your parents gave you)


(the command the meant the exact opposite)

I’m from____________________________________________________________________________________________________


(a favorite quote or a line from your favorite childhood song or book)

and _______________________________________________________________________________________________________.


(the name of something you once memorized and felt proud that you could recite it)

(STANZA 3)

I’m from ___________________________________________ and ___________________________________________________, 


(a family member’s favorite super hero or mythical figure)

(your parent’s favorite musician or group)

______________________________________________________and__________________________________________________. 


(a family member’s favorite food)




(a family member’s favorite beverage)

From______________________________________________________________________________________________________, 




(a hardship or accident a family member has had to overcome) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 



(a different hardship or accident a different family member has had to overcome)

(STANZA 4)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Location (i.e. under my bed, on top of my bookshelf, in the back of my closet, etc.) of the container you use

to store items which are important to you (i.e. family mementos, photographs, old ticket stubs, treasures, etc.) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________,

(a rich descriptive detail about the location or about the container you use to store those things)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(conclude your poem by reflecting on how your past experiences have made you the person you are today. Also, include how your past is preparing you to achieve your dreams.  Use a maximum of four more lines.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Grading:
1. Poem follows the prompts and form on the template…...…………………………………..……………….._____/5pts

2. Scope/Significance: the poem is successful in revealing the unique background of the subject………....... _____/20pts
3. Word Choice: vocabulary is rich and concise (hint: use a thesaurus!)...……………...……...........…..........._____/5pts

4. Spelling/Grammar/Punctuation……………………………………………………………………………...._____/5pts

5. Presentation: the end product is neat and professional…………………………………………………...….._____/5pts





     Total _______/40 pts
Where I’m From 					Name_____________________________
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