
Instructions:

1. Translate the following lines from Antigone into your own words. Remember this is NOT a summary. You are writing as if you are speaking these lines.

2. Provide an analysis of the quotation. You are to think about what the quotation reveals about the character(s), plot, theme(s), etc. You may also consider if the quotations foreshadow or symbolize anything.
	1.
	Lines 30-32
	Speaker:
 Antigone
	Quotation: “And now is the time to show/Whether you are worthy of your high blood”

	Paraphrase:
Analysis:


	2.
	Lines 53-55
	Speaker: 
Ismene
	Quotation: “O think, Antigone; we are women; it is not for us/To fight against men; our rulers are stronger than we,/And we must obey in this”

	Paraphrase:
Analysis:



	3.
	Lines 143-147
	Speaker : Creon
	Quotation: “I have always held the view,/And hold it still, that a king whose lips are sealed/By fear, unwilling to seek advice, is damned./And no less damned is he who puts a friend/Above his country; I have no good word for him.”

	Paraphrase:
Analysis:



	

	4.
	Lines  380-382
	Speaker: Antigone
	Quotation: “I did not think your edicts strong enough/To overrule the unwritten unalterable laws/Of God and heaven, you being only a man.”

	Paraphrase:
Analysis:


	5.
	Lines 564-565
	Speaker: Creon
	Quotation: “He whom the State appoints must be obeyed/To the smallest matter, be it right—or wrong”

	Paraphrase:
Analysis:



	6.
	Lines 588-589
	Speaker: Haemon
	Quotation: “Your frown is a sufficient silencer/Of any word that is not for your ears.”

	Paraphrase:
Analysis:


	7.
	Lines 632
	Speaker: Creon
	Quotation: “…I am king, and responsible only to myself.”

	Paraphrase:
Analysis:



	8.
	Lines 740
	Speaker : Creon
	Quotation: “You are the victim of your own self-will.”

	Paraphrase:
Analysis:



	9.
	Lines  
789-790
	Speaker: Antigone
	Quotation: “Go I, his prisoner; because I honored/Those things to which honor truly belongs.”

	Paraphrase:
Analysis:


	10.
	Lines 

935-937
	Speaker: Creon
	Quotation: “’twas I imprisoned her,/And I will set her free. Now I believe/It is by the laws of heaven that man must live.”

	Paraphrase:
Analysis:



	Antigone

 Essay Prompts

	Prompt 1 

Antigone argues that the rules of nature and the individual, at times, are more important than the rules of the government.  As a result, she conducts an act of civil disobedience, in which she deliberately violates a government law that she believes is unjust.  Write a persuasive essay discussing whether Antigone was right or wrong in her act of civil disobedience.



	Prompt 2:

Compare Antigone’s actions in the play to the expected roles for women in Ancient Greek society. Why did Antigone depart from these rigid norms? Organize your thoughts so that they reflect the traditional expectations, Antigone’s departure from these expectations, and your justification of her actions.  



	Prompt 3:

Much of Greek drama is based upon Aristotle’s definitions. One of his great contributions was the definition of a Tragic Hero. Aristotle defined a Tragic Hero according to five criteria: being born of nobility, having a tragic flaw (often hubris), and following their life’s fate with a reversal, a downfall, and a recognition of their tragic flaw.  Using this classic definition, describe which character is the tragic hero in Antigone. 
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