Romeo And Juliet Dialectical Journal
Act IV scene ii

What does Juliet say to her father?
“Pardon, I beseechyou. / Henceforward I am ever
ruled by you.” (4.2, 22-23)

Juliet is putting the Friar’s plan into action. She
apologizes to her father and tells him she will be
obedient and marry Paris.

Irony
“My heart is wondrous light / Since this same
wayward girl is so reclaimed.” (4.2, 50-51)

Capulet is delighted that his daughter is obedient
once again. What he doesn’t know is that she is
lying to him. We, the audience, know Juliet is
planning to fake her death and leave her family, but
Capulet does not. This is another example of
dramatic irony.
Act IV scene iii

Juliet’s Soliloquy: What concerns does she have?
What does she do in the end?
“How if … I wake before the time that Romeo /
Come to redeem me?” (4.3, 32-34)
“with some great kinsman’s bone, / As with a club,
dash out my desperate brains?” (4.3, 54-57)
“This do I drink to thee.” (4.3, 60)

Juliet becomes very nervous. She thinks maybe the
Friar is really trying to kill her. She considers that
she might wake up earlier than expected and
suffocate in the locked tomb. She imagines waking
up in the tomb of her family, amongst the ancestors
she has betrayed, lose her sanity and smash her head
in with a bone from Tybalt’s corpse. She also
imagines the ghost of Tybalt waiting for Romeo and
killing him once he arrives. At the end of her
soliloquy she toasts to Romeo and drinks the potion.

Act IV scene iv
Summarize this scene. What are the main points?
The scene takes place at the Capulet’s estate. There is a lot of activity as everyone is preparing for the wedding
ceremony. Lord Capulet sees that Paris is arriving and he asks his wife to wake Juliet; he says he will take care
of the other preparations.

Act IV scene v
Summarize this scene. What are the main points?
The nurse enters Juliet bedroom and tries to wake her up. When she is unsuccessful she cries out, which brings
in Lady Capulet, Capulet, Friar Lawrence, and Paris. They all cry when they realize she is dead. Friar Lawrence
tells them that Juliet has been accepted into heaven and that is the purpose of life – through his lies he is trying
to comfort them. The scene ends with the Nurse’s page, Peter, having a conversation with two musicians who
were hired to play the wedding. It is meant to be comic relief.

