Catcher in the Rye Close Reading # 1
Read and annotate this selection. Pay attention to what we learn about Holden, his situation at
school, his relationships with others, and anything else you can learn from THIS section. Focus on
what these paragraphs tell you.
“The reason I was standing way up on Thomsen Hill, instead of down at the game, was because
I'd just got back from New York with the fencing team. I was the goddam manager of the fencing team.
Very big deal. We'd gone in to New York that morning for this fencing meet with McBurney School.
Only, we didn't have the meet. I left all the foils and equipment and stuff on the goddam subway. It wasn't
all my fault. I had to keep getting up to look at this map, so we'd know where to get off. So we got back to
Pencey around two-thirty instead of around dinnertime. The whole team ostracized me the whole way
back on the train. It was pretty funny, in a way.
The other reason I wasn't down at the game was because I was on my way to say good-by to old Spencer,
my history teacher. He had the grippe, and I figured I probably wouldn't see him again till Christmas
vacation started. He wrote me this note saying he wanted to see me before I went home. He knew I wasn't
coming back to Pencey.
I forgot to tell you about that. They kicked me out. I wasn't supposed to come back after
Christmas vacation on account of I was flunking four subjects and not applying myself and all. They gave
me frequent warning to start applying myself--especially around midterms, when my parents came up for
a conference with old Thurmer--but I didn't do it. So I got the ax. They give guys the ax quite frequently
at Pencey. It has a very good academic rating, Pencey. It really does.
Anyway, it was December and all, and it was cold as a witch's teat, especially on top of that
stupid hill. I only had on my reversible and no gloves or anything. The week before that, somebody'd
stolen my camel's-hair coat right out of my room, with my fur-lined gloves right in the pocket and all.
Pencey was full of crooks. Quite a few guys came from these very wealthy families, but it was full of
crooks anyway. The more expensive a school is, the more crooks it has--I'm not kidding. Anyway, I kept
standing next to that crazy cannon, looking down at the game and freezing my ass off. Only, I wasn't
watching the game too much. What I was really hanging around for, I was trying to feel some kind of a
good-by. I mean I've left schools and places I didn't even know I was leaving them. I hate that. I don't care
if it's a sad good-by or a bad goodby, but when I leave a place I like to know I'm leaving it. If you don't,
you feel even worse” (3-4)

Write a good academic paragraph where you make a claim about Holden’s complex
emotions about leaving Pency. Use evidence from the text to support your claim.

