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Center Your Title, But Do Not Underline It
Introduction

	Hook - quote or one-liner to capture attention.  No questions!!! Can’t think of a hook?  Don’t worry; skip this part.

	

	Bridge – connects hook to your essay

	

	Historical Context – 1-2 sentences that provide background information on the time period the story was written.  Do not give an entire summary of the book/play/time period.

	Ancient Greece (430 B.C.)
Play(s)

Competition

Honor Dionysus

Entertain

	TAG – Introduce the Title, Author, and Genre of the story.

	Sophocles
Antigone
Tragedy or tragic play



	Main Characters and Conflict – Introduce the main characters in the story (protagonist and antagonist) and explain what the main conflict is in the story.

	Antigone (protagonist or antagonist)
Creon (protagonist or antagonist)

(possibly Ismene, Haemon, Chorus)

What is the conflict?  (individual vs. society, human vs. human, human vs. nature?)

	Thesis statement – 3 part statement that includes the subject you are discussing in your essay, the argument you are proving in your essay, and the three areas of focus in your essay.

	


Body Paragraph One

	Topic Sentence

	Creon’s motivation to create a law did not take into account an individual’s natural rights and this motivated Antigone to commit an act of civil disobedience.

	Context #1 - Introduce Concrete Detail #1

	Brief summary that introduces the who, what, where, and when associated with the CD

	Concrete Detail #1 – evidence from the text to prove your support is true (be sure to introduce the quote!)

	Creon making the law

	Commentary #1 – How is CD#1 significant and supportive of the thesis

	

	Commentary #2 - How is CD#1 significant and supportive to the thesis

	

	Context #2 – Transition/connect the ideas from CD#1 to CD#2. Include context for CD #2

	Brief summary that introduces the who, what, where, and when associated with the CD

	Concrete Detail #2 – evidence from the text to prove your support is true (be sure to introduce the quote!)

	Antigone deciding to break the law

	Commentary #1 - How is CD#2 significant and supportive of the thesis

	

	Commentary #2 - How is CD#2 significant and supportive to the thesis

	

	Transition Sentence – connect the main idea of this paragraph to the main idea of the next paragraph

	


Body Paragraph Two

	Topic Sentence

	Antigone’s act of civil disobedience was right because the people of Thebes value natural rights before state laws.  

	Context #1 - Introduce Concrete Detail #1

	Brief summary that introduces the who, what, where, and when associated with the CD

	Concrete Detail #1 – evidence from the text to prove your support is true (be sure to introduce the quote!)

	Haemon explaining natural rights and supporting Antigone


	Commentary #1 – How is CD#1 significant and supportive of the thesis

	

	Commentary #2 - How is CD#1 significant and supportive to the thesis

	

	Context #2 – Transition/connect the ideas from CD#1 to CD#2. Include context for CD #2

	Brief summary that introduces the who, what, where, and when associated with the CD

	Concrete Detail #2 – evidence from the text to prove your support is true (be sure to introduce the quote!)

	Creon conceding that Antigone is right


	Commentary #1 - How is CD#2 significant and supportive of the thesis

	

	Commentary #2 - How is CD#2 significant and supportive to the thesis

	

	Concluding Sentence 

	


Conclusion

	Restate the ideas from your thesis

	

	Tell the reader what should have been learned by reading this essay

	

	How do the ideas in your essay relate to the world today?

	


