Romeo and Juliet Dialectical Journal
Act III Scene ii
Juliet’s soliloquy:
“Spread thy close curtain, love-performing night, / That
runaways’ eyes may wink, and Romeo / Leap to these
arms, untalked of and unseen…. And learn me how to
lose a winning match / Played for a pair of stainless
maindenheads.” (3.2, 5-13)

Juliet is alone and waiting for night to come. She and
Romeo made plans to consummate their marriage under
the cloak of night and Juliet is eager for him to arrive in
secret. Night/darkness represents the opportunity for
Romeo and Juliet to hide from the expectations of
others and be who they want to be.

Foreshadowing

Juliet thinks that Romeo is dead so she says “To vile
earth resign” which basically means that she wants to
die and be buried with Romeo. Juliet once again makes
her feelings clear – she cannot live without Romeo.

“Vile earth, to earth resign. End motion here, / And
thou and Romeo press one heavy bier.” (3.2, 60-61)

Truth revealed (69-70)

“Tybalt is gone, and Romeo banished. / Romeo that
killed him – he is banished.” (3.2, 70-71)

Oxymorons (73+)

“Beautiful tyrant, Fiend angelical! / Dove feathered
raven, wolvish-ravening lamb!... A damned saint, an
honorable villain!” (3.2, 76-80)

Who is Juliet loyal to? (Tybalt or Romeo)

“Wash they his wounds with tears? Mine shall be spent
/ When theirs are dry, for Romeo’s banishment.” (3.2,
132-135)

What is she sending to Romeo?
“O, find him! Give this ring to my true knight, / And bid
him to take his last farewell.” (3.2, 143-144)

The Nurse finally makes it clear to Juliet that Romeo is
alive but he has been banished from Verona for killing
Tybalt. Juliet is now faced with the decision to be loyal
to her family, or be loyal to her new husband, Romeo.

Juliet’s immediate reaction to the news is that she has
been tricked by Romeo’s good looks and that he is
really a horrible person.

Juliet is loyal to Romeo. She says she will not cry for
Tybalt’s death; she will cry because Romeo has been
exiled. She goes on to say that the rope ladder that
Romeo was going to use to climb into her bedroom that
evening will now be used to take her life.

Nurse tells Juliet that Romeo is hiding in Friar
Lawrence’s cell and that she will go to see him. Juliet
gives Nurse a ring to give to Romeo. This will probably
show Romeo that Juliet is still loyal to him.

